
TREGONHAWKE CLIFF CHALETS. 

 

  

 

Until the 18th and 19th century, Whitsand Bay was, despite its geographical proximity to Plymouth, a 

wild and deserted place 

Before the Forts of Polhawn, Whitsands and Tregantle were built it was  a place to be avoided.  For 

ships it was the last obstacle before rounding Rame Head and Penlee for the relative safety of 

Plymouth.  Woe betides the sailing vessel which found itself embayed here under the press of a south 

westerly gale. Cliff top farmers made a living and here and there fishermen built their pilchard cellars 

to harvest the annual coming of the sea harvest. Remains of these can still be seen at Polhawn, 

Freathy and Portwrinkle.  Apart from fisherman’s store sheds, the cliff would have been largely 

deserted. Of course, smuggling and wrecking stories abound!! 
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(A Tuck postcard of the Tregonhawke Chalets) 

 

 



Robin Bounsall, who has owned a chalet on the cliffs since XXXX  has compiled the following short 

history of one of the Whitsands communities—the Tregonhawke Cliff Chalets 

 

To see pictures,  click here for slide show to view Tregonhawke scenes (or go back to webpage) 
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